SOUTH COLONIE

2120
SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS

The election of members to the Board of Education shall be conducted on the day following the
district’s annual meeting, or if a public hearing is held in lieu of an annual meeting, on the day
following the day the annual meeting would have been held.

Candidates
1. Qualifications
a. A candidate for the office of Member of the Board of Education shall meet the
following qualifications:
•
•
•

Be a citizen of the United States,
Be at least 18 years of age on the date of the election, and
Be a resident of the district for at least one year preceding the election.

b. A person shall be ineligible for the office of Member of the Board of Education if:
•
•
•
•

He/she has a family member already seated on the Board,
He/she is a convicted felon,
He/she has been removed from a district office less than one year prior to
the date of the election, or
He/she is the Superintendent of Schools.

2. Nominations
a. Notice
The Board shall cause to be published in the Notice of the Annual meeting, or
Notice of Public Hearing in lieu of the Annual Meeting, a notice stating that
petitions nominating candidates for the Board shall be filed with the District Clerk
between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. not later than the thirtieth (30th) day preceding
the date of the election.
b. Petitions
Candidates shall be nominated by petition signed by at least twenty-five (25)
qualified voters of the District, or two percent (2%) of those who voted in the last
district election, whichever number is greater. The petition shall include the name
and residence of the candidate and the residence of each signer. The petition shall
also describe the specific vacancy on the Board, which shall include, at least, the
length of the term of office and the name of the last incumbent, if any.
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3. Electioneering
Electioneering is prohibited within one hundred (100) feet of the polling place, and its
designated entrances, while the polls are open during school elections. The district shall
conspicuously place markers, one-half hour before the opening of the polls and shall
remain until the polls are closed, indicating the limits of the prohibition and designating
the entrances to the polling place. No banner, poster, placard, or other item on behalf of
or in opposition to any candidate or issue to be voted upon shall be allowed in or upon the
polling place or one hundred (100) feet therefrom. Any person who willfully violates
these regulations shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. These regulations shall not prohibit
the Board from displaying within any polling place a copy or copies of any proposition to
be voted upon.

Voting
1. Eligibility
A person shall be entitled to vote in any school district election and in all matters placed
upon the official ballot if such person is:
a. A citizen of the United States
b. Eighteen years of age on the date of the election, and
c. A resident of the district for a period of thirty (30) days preceding the date of the
election.
2. Procedures
a. Voting Machines
Voting in any district election and on all matters shall be on voting machines.
Paper ballots shall only be used if the machines are unavailable due to a
mechanical failure or a state or local law prohibiting their use. The District Clerk
shall request the Town of Colonie to supply voting machines in any election and
on all matters. These machines shall be prepared for voting at the direction of the
District Clerk, including the order of names on the ballot and the number of
machines in actual use at any one time, at a location determined by the Board.
Before any machine is used, the voting machine technicians shall examine the
machines to ensure that the counters are set at zero, the ballot labels are properly
placed, and the machines are in proper condition for use, in all respects. A person
may not enter a voting machine with another person, except upon request from a
voter to an Election Inspector.
b. Write-In Ballots
Write-in ballots are permissible, when applicable, by utilizing the write-in device
provided in the voting machine. Writing the name of the write-in candidate in the
blank space provided, in pencil, will sufficiently indicate a vote for that candidate
and the voter need not place any other mark on the ballot.
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3. Absentee Ballots
Absentee ballots, including application forms, may be obtained from the District Clerk in
person or by mail, upon the request of a qualified voter. The application request must be
received at least seven (7) days prior to the election if the ballot is to be mailed to the
voter, or one (1) day prior to the election if the ballot is to be delivered personally to the
voter. An absentee ballot shall only be canvassed if it is received in the office of the
District Clerk no later than 5:00 p.m. on the date of the election.
a. An application shall set forth:
•
•
•
•

The applicant’s name and address,
That the applicant is, or will be on the date of the election, a qualified
voter,
Whether the applicant is registered in the district, and
The reason the applicant will be unable to vote on the day of the election.

a. The applicant must satisfy one of the following reasons in order to have his/her
absentee ballot canvassed:
•
•
•
•

The applicant will be a patient in a hospital or unable to appear personally
at the polling place on such day because of illness or disability;
The applicant’s duties, occupations, business, or studies will require
him/her to be outside of the county or city of his/her residence on such
day;
The applicant will be on vacation outside the county or city of his/her
residence on such day; or
The applicant will be detained in jail awaiting action by a grand jury,
awaiting trail, or is confined in prison after conviction for an offense other
than a felony.

4. Challenges
The Board shall appoint a presiding chairperson for each election, who shall have the
responsibility of handling challenges to the qualifications of any voter, pursuant to the
Education Law and the Election Law of the State of New York.
5. Voting Machine Technicians and Election Inspectors
a. Qualifications
Any district resident may serve as a Voting Machine Technician or Election
Inspector, unless they are a candidate for an office in the election or they are the
spouse, parent, or child of any candidate for an office in the election.
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b. Duties
•

•

Cross-Reference:

Voting Machine Technicians shall examine the machines to ensure that
the counters are set at zero, the ballot labels are properly placed, and the
machines are in proper condition for use, in all respects, before and
during the voting.
Election Inspectors shall, upon request of a voter, enter the voting
machine with such voter for the sole purpose of assisting in the actual
manipulation of such machine. The inspector shall not advise or induce
such voter to vote on any proposition or candidate and shall never reveal
the vote(s) recorded by such voter to any person at any time.

1050, Annual District Meeting and Election
2210, Board Organizational Meeting

Reference:

Education Law §2000 et seq.
Education Law §2100 et seq.
Education Law §2609
Election Law §§3-224, 2-203, 3-400, 5-106, 5-400, 5-406, 5-612
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